
Jean Marbeau Band Instruments 

Paris 

 The Jean Marbeau band instruments were a line sold through Sherman, Clay & Company in San Francisco, California in 
the 1890s to early 1920s. These may have come from various sources, but if the cornets are any example, they were made by 
Bohland & Fuchs of Graslitz, Austria (later Kraslice in the Czech Republic); one of the largest factories in Europe and the most 
commonly found import to the US from that period. 

A. Rosenberg started a music store in San Francisco in 1853 and sold the business to Lander Sherman and Clement 
Clay in 1870. In 1892, they incorporated as Sherman, Clay & Co. By the 1980s, they had sixty stores nationwide and in 2013, 
they sold the last stores to Steinway & Sons. 

According to their 1915 catalog, the Jean Marbeau line of band instruments had been sold by them “for almost a 
quarter century.” Below are some images from their 1915 catalog and examples of instruments found on the internet. An 
article in the May 1922 Music Trade Review stated that their catalog still had Jean Marbeau band instruments but only clarinets 
were still being sold by another catalog listing in February of 1929. 

1915 Eb Cornet model R200 

 

 This example above illustrates some standard details used by Bohland & Fuchs: straight-through air passage between 
the valves, second slide perpendicular to the bell, and water key base with flared bottom. 

 

 



1915 Bb Cornet model R202 

 

Close match to the R202N in nickel plate (internet auction photos). 

 

 

 



1915 C Cornet model R203 (no image shown) 

 

1915 Bb Long model Cornet R260 

 

 

 

 



1915 Bb Courtois model Cornet R220 

 

Matching example of R220SF or R221SF (internet auction photos). 

 

 

 

 

 



1915 Bb Courtois Professional model R221 

 

Example found matching the R221SF (internet auction photo). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1915 Bb/A Artist model R250 

  

A close match marked “Solo” model (internet auction photo). 

 

 



Another match to the Courtois model cornet (Horn-u-copia.net). 

 

1915 Eb Solo Alto model R206 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1915 Eb upright Alto model R204 

 

1915 Bb Tenor model R208 

 

 



1915 Bb Trombone models 

 

1915 Eb Valve Trombone model 205 

 



1915 Bb Baritone model R210 

 

1915 Bb Bass model R212 

 

 



1915 Eb Bass model R214 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1915 Eb Helicon Bass model R215 

 

 


